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Cape Town, Africa, June 23, 1901. 

Sir: I am directed to inform you that the following is the report on 
the state of the outbreak of plague in the Cape Peninsula for the week 
ended June 22, 1901, namely: 
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Respectfully, Assistant Under Colonial Secretary. 

The Deputy Consul-General for the United States. 



brazil. 
Beport on the absence of la grippe in Bio de Janeiro. 

Eio de Janeiro, Brazil, June 20, 1901. 

Sir : "When in the year 1890 there was reported the enormous and 
intense prevalence of influenza in Europe and Brazil, many physicians 
declared that that disease prevailed in this country. In view of the 
indefinite symptoms presented by that disease, it is very easy to under- 
stand that very common diseases that appeared after taking cold, such 
as bronchitis, angina, rheumatism, and rheumatic fever, could be also 
denominated influenza. The classification of the disease offered certain 
advantages in practice, both to physicians and patients. The physician 
was able to make a rapid diagnosis ; the varied forms manifested by the 
disease accounted for all eventualities; the same diagnosis could be 
maintained no matter what was the progress of the disease, whether 
rapid or slow, whether there resulted recovery or death, whether one 
or more organs were or were not more or less intensely attacked. On the 
other hand the patient was also forced to suffer not only from a disease 
resulting from a cold, but from an infectious disease which no one could 
avoid. Besides, influenza offered the attraction of novelty not possessed 
by bronchitis, etc. 

At that time, however, influenza prevailed in Europe during the 
winter months, which here are the months of the hot season, which is 
not very favorable to the disease. Whereas, then, in European cities 
thousands, nay hundreds of thousands, of persons were attacked by 
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influenza, here the number was such that it could not be compared 
with those figures. 

Since that time, the nature of the disease has been more exactly 
studied ; the germ of influenza has been discovered by Pfeiffer ; it 
has been ascertained that the influenza-pneumonia is always a pneumo- 
nia catarrhalis, etc. There were no special investigations here, proving 
the identity of the form of influenza prevailing here with that discussed 
in scientific circles for over ten years. I have seen during the last eleven 
years of my practice many cases that, in a clinical view, were denomi- 
nated influenza ; however, I have been able to classify them under the 
usual pathological nomenclature as angina, bronchitis, rheumatism, 
etc., and up to the present I have no reason to change my opinion. 
That opinion I have expressed here also in medical circles, since no 
conclusive evidence exists that influenza has been observed in Eio de 
Janeiro during recent years. 

Finally, I beg to remark that from time to time there appear cases of 
a light febrile disease that embarrass a physician in classifying them 
scientifically, either as gastric fever, typhoid, or rheumatic disease. If, 
then, the diagnosis of influenza extricates a physician from a difficulty, 
we must not forget that without positive arguments all these etiological 
statements are nothing else than presumptions. 

Although in the Eio de Janeiro death statistics influenza figures, and 
also a number of deaths is indicated, I am convinced that it is not cor- 
rect in a scientific sense to use those classifications. 

Eespectfully, "W. Havelburg, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, XJ. S. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Sendee. 

BRITISH HONDURAS. 

Report from Belize — Fruit port. 

Belize, British Honduras, July 6, 1901. 

Sir: I have to make the following report of the conditions and 
transactions at this port during the week ended July 6, 1901 : 

Population according to census of 1901, 914 ; present officially esti- 
mated population, 914. Number of cases and deaths from yellow fever 
during the week, none; number of cases and deaths from smallpox 
during the week, none ; number of cases and deaths from typhus fever 
during the week, none ; number of cases and deaths from cholera during 
the week, none ; number of cases and deaths from plague during the 
week, none ; number of deaths from other causes during the week, 3. 
Prevailing diseases, malarial in character. 

Bills of health were issued to the following vessels : July 1, steamship 
G. W. Kelly; crew, 19 ; passengers from this port, none ; passengers in 
transit, none ; pieces of baggage disinfected, none. July 5, steamship 
S. Oteri; crew, 35; passengers from this port, 10; passengers in tran- 
sit, 7 ; pieces of baggage disiniected, 15. July 6, steamship Sunniva; 
crew, 14 ; passengers from this port, none ; passengers in transit, none ; 
pieces of baggage disinfected, none. Steamship Managua; crew, 17 ; 
passengers from this port, none ; passengers in transit, none ; pieces of 
baggage disinfected, none. Steamship Bergenseren; crew, 16 ; passen- 
gers from this port, none ; passengers in transit, none ; pieces of bag- 
gage disinfected, none. 

Eespectfully, J. Grey Thomas, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, V. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 



